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Efflux of good! thee, HAPPINESS, I fing, 


Thee ſupplicate, my patroneſs, my theme; 

Far worthier invocation than the nine, 

The fabled nine that quaff caſtalian ſtreams; 5 
B 


THOU, the firſt, the laſt beſt wiſh of man, 
Thou at whoſe ſhrine bends: ev'ry knee am 


WW APPINESS: 
Far . theme than arms and chieftains fam d 


To ſe a 22 Ver the"s „57 ² — reg" —— 2:8 2:07 * 
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And ſate ern luſt with blood _ = 
e cares, ye paſſions that diſtract the ſoul, 10 
That bar the car from wiſdom' s ſacred lore, 


— RE 


Avaunt: O give me to myſelf this hour, | 
Fi irm in myſelf collected let me ſtand, 
And *mid” the dang'rous labyrinths of life 


Inveſtigate the path to Happineſs. Þ 
Who, tho baſe native of remoteſt climes, 
In the ſage ſchools of gen' rous arts untrain'd, 
And diſcipline that forms the ductile mind 
For ſocial life and friendſhip's ſacred ties * 
Vet feels not all his ſoul impel'd amain * 40 
T'wards Happineſs, each action's aim and end? f 

It muſt be ſo; mankind muſt feel, muſt own 

The gen' ral impulſe giv'n by nature's God, 

When firſt with vital pow'rs his breath inſpir d 

27 of - The 
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The lifeleſs clay, and ſtamp'd his image, man. 
But, ah! how fall'n, how devious hath he err d 


From that primeval Happineſs ordain- © | 2: 
The endleſs lot of henw'n- directed man?: 8210 6 10 
Had not temptation in too traitꝰrous = * | 
Seduc'd to foul revolt and Rill, alas! 
Temptations then unthought of importune 
Each appetite, and urge from bliſs aſſur c- 
The weak, unſtable mind eee is Dar 
In theſe degen'rate days, what kindly cle? 
Beſt marks the pilgrim's way; Where muſt he ae 3 5 | 
To reach the port and gain th? expected prize 
Ves, that's the queſtion; for the vain ow” 

Of fancy'd' means defeats the promis'd ed. 
Thus the benighted trav ler with quick "uy l at 4 


And penſive thought” JL 
Or hopes at leaſt; when, lot a black ning ſtorm 


Hovers around and on him burſts amain. 
f1; 2 5 1 1 
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Fierce roars the northern blaſt, and from his way. _ 
Impels him onward ploding; till day-dawn _ ' 
| Shews him, poor wretch! near ſome deep precipice, 45 
Or at the portal of ſome lonely lodge, 
Once the retreat of errant k nights renown'd; 
Deſerted now, fave where the tripping elf 
And ghaſtly goblin dance in myſtic maze, no 
Howling enchantments: ſhudd'ring here he ſtands, 50 
And all agape bewails his home forlorn. | 
- Thus err mankind thro? life's bewilder d ways; 
Thus, or thro' ignorance or folly” s guiſe, bem II 
Ruſhing t 'wards Bliſs they nought attain _ woe. 
See there yon' villager; his oxen yok d, bas 5 
Whiſtling his way he climbs the — nil. 
Eaſy and plain his path to H appineſs: 
But aſk, and lo! an alien from content 
} The ſturdy boor his ruſtic be 
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Can I wins labor out the life-long rn 1 
For trivial gain be happy? and at erde | 
When to my ſhatter'd ſhed homeward I Gang); 

: To meet my bantling-offspring's fond embrace, 
They round me cluſt'ring, as round thyme the n 
Compel'd by keeneſt appetite demand 1 % p 5 | 
This pitance mean: and when the ſhades of aht 
Invite to ſoft repoſe my weary'd limbs, 
Anon I lay me on my hurdled crib, 
And ſleep—bur, ah! fuch ſleep as none Cer knew, 080 
Save whom like me keen hunger preſſes ſore, 21 20 | 
And hies him ere day-dawn to-yon' bleak field 
(Or bleak as yon”) in dread of harder fare. 
Bliſs fo refin'd muſt quicken envy's ſting ! 
But as by contraſt oppoſite the ſhatles 
Of various colors are determin'd beſ;, 7 * 
So let us leave the peaſant's bitter moan, 1 
And ſcan the monarch's Bliſs: enthron'd he ſits 
| h And 
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And awes a ſubject world; plenty for him 
Extends her richeſt horn, and dove-ey'd peace 
For his fair front her choiceſt chaplet wreathes: ' 80 
(Wreathes, but, alas! it ſeldom ſhades his ds 
Him either India courts with all her ſtores; 
| Large his retinue and his levee vaſt: 
What error then? knows he not Bliſs whoſe dic 
All nature crowns, whom all mankind cli 81 3 
Ah! noz a father? s tenfold fears deny 7811 non: 
Peace to that prince that fways the Wees wills. 
And fear its wee ee CHN 515 
Thus all the gilded pomp of ſcepter d life S mt ood IE 
Are ſpells too feeble to draw down that Bic 490 
For which the lowly cottager . n 
O could I enter now (enthronꝰd he cries) 1 
Von' peaſant's hut and bid-farewel to —— ones 10 
But if fo heav'n ordain that Tut herr 2:1 +) 0 
A cumb'rous weight, then grant me, hon n, to bear 
mY | | . As 


APOETICAL ESSAY. 
As once thoſe ſimple ſages who, by thee My 96 
Anointed kings puiſſant, fed each day el 
Their fleecy flocks, and glory'd to ſuſtain 
With even hand the ſcepter and the crook. 

Nor reſt we here; for various are the ſcenes, 100 

Perplex'd the ways of life: nor regal pomp, 

Nor ſimple peaſantry alone bewail 15 

Bliſs unattain'd; ev'n he who wiſer treads 

The middle track purſues a flying good. 

For ſee him on whoſe brow ſits diſcontent © | 10g. 
And ſullen care deep- brooding; forth he goes, 

The man of buſineſs call'd, and ere the morn 

Peeps thro? his lattice, to his vaſſals each 

His various work aſſigns; himſelf meanwhile | 

Or to inſpect their labors nought remiſs, 110 
Or anxious to adjuſt his ſev'ral dues, 146 7 
And balance debt with debt. - Nor leſs intent, 
But with the ſpecious hopes of ſpeedier gains 
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Elate, the ſons of lucre plod their way y 
To mark what riſe or what the ſtocks? decline; 1116 
If haply this one ſimple ſum may prove 

The fertile mother of bade thouſands more. 
Thus doth the buſy worldling ſpend his days, 
And each impregn'd with ill — ſee him! he comes 
His honeſt front and words of fair 1 import 5 120 
Demand reſpect; but ſerving baſe i intent . 
Elude the eaſy creditor, who now 
(Tho now too late) detects the wily knave, 
And curſes his credulity. Meanwhile | | 
Demands, how large! ſolicit quick redreſs, I25 
And rob him of repoſe I know not what; 11 

Ten thouſand ills or fancy'd or ſincere. 
Perchance ſecure within a ſtately pile, | 
Rais'd by the gain that prov'd one man's undoing, 
Upheld by happier fortune he proclaims 587.5) 130 
His feats of trade and economic ſkill. 

He 


A POETICAL ESSAY. 
He too who from one bag's prolific power 
So late of thouſands: digamr, curſing! his chance |: | 
Now wakes in poverty: fallacious i S on 125 * 
Still hope and fear, the ballaſts of the hunt 16.45 OS 3 
Depreſs and raiſe them; but the wiſh'd-for OY 150/91 
The labor'd-Happineſs ftill-ſhifts-afidey'1> - 5 70s 
And phantom like e xadles their ruger om; 11 
But ſhall the wretch that, claims cſatyrie ſatyrie rhyme, -: IT: 
Dead to mankitid, 'toleviry! virtoeslealy 9p Wer 1b | | 
Who drags a life neglected and furlornyi od bros 
Shall he unnoticd pas? him rather hark g 1 * 
Mark as he ſtalks with looks auſtere! art wats; 300 9U7 I 
Piecemeal about him hang his tatter d weeds) 
That now full many à tedious year have borne . 145 ; 
Th' extremes of weather and hall bear; (he 3 
For where, ye Gods, fave in that cheſt 0 er which 
e 1 hang, and * plod to fil! 
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With its dear mammon; ſay, where elſe can!! 
In all this knaviſh world find Happineſs. 150 
Ves; not a thought he knows but deep within 
The narrow circuit of that cheſt confin c- font no 
It centers there; he nought — 5 
rdlefs ſces 
A falling world, ſecure his irt Aileen: 16dq 168 
The friend may ſiipplicate,; the ec 1:76 
Her plaintive tale, — diſtreſs z 
Unmov'd he hears,” unſhaken as thercltf 5 oth oc 7 
Gainſt the proud inſults of | the beating wave : 
True to: the laſt the vital hoard he hugs -: 160 
Still cloſer, pile on pile compreſſing:ſtillll 
Thank heav'n all ſeek not thus, /howe' u tall err, 
All ſeek not Bliſs in wealth exorbitant, 
300d or public or domeſtic nought 1 10 
Subſervient yielding; hut of minds . 165 
| There 


Save gold's encomiums; he re 
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| There a are who, dead to int'reſt and baſe luſt 75 
Of ill-priz'd lucre, walk in pleaſure 8 ways. 


Vig'rous as youth and jocund as the n 0 


See him, ere yet o'er yonder eaſtern hill 
Aurora ſpreads her ſaffron-veil, WY 
To raiſe the burnifh*d tube: e to courſe 
The wily hare, or chaſe the 

Hounds, horſes, huntſmen: wait their maſter” 


Return'd, 0 er plenteous viands they recount | 
Each paſt exploit and; join in ſong and wine. 
Vet ſome 1 nor in the haunts of ruſtic Pan, 
Nor in chaſte Dian's quiver'd train moe” 
But form'd for gallantries and court-amours, 


In concerts, maſquerades and operas, sf ngiab a 


Deter on t "wards Happineſs! Seel to the ball 
1 C2 


Mounted, o'er hill; Oer dale the courſers feour 1 72 15 
Loud ſhouts enſue and vic ry crowns the day. iche 


7. 


Sal 


1% 1A PPI NIE S, S; 
Sallies at eve the gli rings powder'd beau, 917 
With ſweets embalm'd, more potent far than bel, 1'% 
Tho' choiceſt, pour'd. on Egypt” 8 hallow d mummies. 
Cloſe at his ſide, nor of her Fyren-charms. 186 
Unconſcious, ſmiles his beautcous. Dalilah nou 220104 
Beauteous as if Plain nature in diſtreſs 1112 
Lo! in theſe paths the men f p 
| In that the miſer: be, fond wretc 
Gold as bis God, then king HappineG,, 1 n Fes 
Thus they by long debauch and lawleſs mirth, 


Say then, ſweet mail, 0 tell us in what clime-, 
Thou deign'ſt thy reſidence; 3; what fav rite ſoil 5 
Delights thee: moſt or * that fail be heauenz 5-210 gn 
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That our terteſtrial ſearches find thee not e | 


Howe'er importunate: ſay what thy formw 


Or whether Proteuslike thou chang'ſt- at Wl. 4 44 


* 0 


From this to that; or if a flitting ſprite 1 3124 
Thou glid'ſt before us and we hunt a — 7 S 


But ſtay; perhaps the world's intruding Cares, 1 


And buſineſs ill. ſecurꝰd may bar our Bliſs, > . 


And drive us thus adrift. Then Cats are 


In cloyſter'd ſolitude and: f 


Who, wide ſequeſter d from the buſy en tel 


1 * i {98 7 1 
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Float down the ſtream of life; here let us carb. ar 


Here ſearch with care, if haply we may find 
In theſe retreats the path that leads to good. Wer) 
-- Behold him then! deep-muſing 3 in his cell 8 


Sits the recluſe, and roves from page to pages ab va 


Around him ſtand, high-pil'd in meet _— 215 
Th' unwieldy pomp of letter'd folis. 


Freth 


A ; g 3 T 4if r þ 
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Freſh from the tool ſome add diſ TY 
Their ſplendid fronts and aſk obſervance; - LEGS 
The boaſt of better days, antique and rare, 


: "IX * | A 7 N 2. 1 ; 
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Reſt in obſcurity, untouch'd, unſeen, - 220 
Save when the curious antiquary, in _ + 

Of ſome quaint tale or: adage obſolete, 

Graſps the rich prize and thinks it SEEN 

Around them hairy-fine Aracne's web 5 N. 
IS ſpun, and thick inlay of murky tindt * 05 
Diffus'd thro? ev'ry page: for heſe-bave felt 193-707 A 
The ravages of time, and pamper'd long 


With rich repaſt th' inſinuating worm. 
Mid” theſe he ſpends his folitary hours, 
And o'er the fields of myſtic ſcience roams 10715430 
By day, by night; from theſe ſagacious culls - 
The choiceſt truths t enrich his native ſtores. 

But, ah! this thirſt for knowledge, and this gain 


APOETICAL ES SAY. 15 


Of ampler wiſdom but ſubwertz that Bliſs 0 
He fondly ſeeks, and baffles ev'ry aim. 22335 
For fay; by all our knowledge gain we what, I 
Save that we know ourſelves more weak, more vain; 
Degen'rate, impotent; from'good averſe, Nas | 
Propenſe to ill? ſad knowledge! ſuch as muſt 
Enſure us wretched beyond i ignorance, 00 11152 F 12 1265 
Add what by long intenſion of cloſe thougit : 
Enſlave the ſoul and reaſon's empire ſhake, e. 
Cephalic pains and flow conſumption's wan, 
Fevers and all the ghaſtly train of death. nm 
On us they ruſh, 1 and ere the thread of lite 1 {495 | 1 245 5 
Is fairly run cut off all means to Bliſs. 2 A e eee 0 
Thus as I fat contemplative and Wag: 1 een 
Pond'ring the devious ways of man rigs 7 . 1 
Forthwith the god of ſleep way'd o'er. wh brows : iT 
His opiate-rod and lull'd me to repoſe: | 


x6 H-. 1 1 N E. S 82 
Nor long ere buoy'd on high methought I rode |; 
v'nly pinions pois d. 10 not © — N 
Far from my raviſh'd We yaniſh'd this earth, | 
And wich it all its cares. At length I reſted | 
Safe on a ſpacious plain with cur 0 eee 981 19 _ 
Freſh-ſprung and green as after yernal ſhower: 
. 
Browſing in peace diverſiſy d the entano! debe l. 
| Flow rs of all hues," kind nature's Dio ſt — 
Shed their rich fragrance o. er th'enamel'd — 
Adown the ſloping lawns ſalubrious ſtream'd 1 * 
The freetly-tinkling rills, limpid and puer e 0 
O'er them the pendent willow wav'd its head 
Imbrown'd with foliage, and ruſtled thanks 
To the ſoft zephyrs breeze: on ev'ry 3 9 8 2 TP 
The feather'd warblers uſher'd in the dawn 4 
mow ſongs of lie delight, and . 
0 1 5 5 "The 


Sublime i in air, on hes 


| My raviſh'd ea os FOTO. hog y BERN 154T:: 
Cities far diſtant tow'ring mid the clouds. 0 MN 270 
What country this T faid, or ſeem'd to ſay? 6 2b. 0 F 

So lovely ſure it looks the land of Bliſs. ' Flt be 10 x 
Thus while on theſe delicious ſcences I Jed.ris 1; | 738 & 

My mind —— men 1 Hok far, 7 5 
A goodly edifice diſplay'd its bu 5 e 
Majeſtically fimple: to it led 1 5159 230ol 35H. 
By eaſy” aſcent a broad e 7" 1 BN, 
Approach'd, the ample pile look'd Galirude: . 5 
That quicken d dead within. G Here while 1 . "7 
And, urg'd by i impulſe ſtrong, long time revoly'd 280 
Where beſt! to enter, 151 myſterious truth! ; 5 0 GT 
Spontanecus, ere I touch d, on eaſy Shes” 1h 1 
TFurn'd the huge valves, ind to my view. OY 7 
An ample! dome, rotund; 3 its vaulted 0 i e 
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Whithes Esse tend this friendly gan lance, or bs 
; What iſſue cloſe the ney ft bus fines 


Tz | Wie 2p P IN E 84 S2. 
At a ſmall aperture pour'd forth the light 285 


That beam'd from heav'n direct. High 1 in the malt 
An altar breath'd rich incenſe: on each fide, 


To right and left two iſles perplex d and dark 
Winded with ſerpent- mae: I to the left bf © 

Turn'd, and advent'rous thro” its lab” rinths walk'd 290 
| 1 wild amase; eill & fair virgin ferm 3 Hirt 71 17 


Advanc'd ſlow-moving, rob'd i in a White: 
Hg looks were love, deere e i 


Here as 1 paſsꝰd delighted, wirh ſoft touch I 
My pliant hand ſhe rais'd, and filent lead = 
With: cafy grace ſtrait to that other iſe 


My Rep tought ling ring: for e we e 


? "" 3 [ 
1 3B! 


Thro' pure ex panfe of joy. Yet ſtill one far 
[ fluggil oft recvil'd, to know | 


C1 lu 


A*POETVCAL ESSAY: 


Onward ſhe led, till, where an iv'ry-throne 2:46 Lot M 

Its poliſh'd front diſplay' d, of work divine, | -- | 1/01 

We paus' d; for worthier admiration nought 29011370 (IA 

By mortal eye was ken' d, or worthier lobe: 3e 
Here all that or in earth or Henn is deemed. 1% 
Lovelieſt and beſt, complete in one we ſa w. 
Ore heav n- born fair; for fay, what leſs than beavn * 
Could form ſuch bright perfection, or contain 1 2 

Such bright perfection form'd? A golden _ 310 
Fer left ſuſtain' d, her right a ſilver- wand. 5 4 0 
Veil'd was her face; not giv 'n to gaze at r. 9.083 ye 
Where: peace and innocence and love divine, ot bu 

Smiles unremitted and extatic Joys. 21, 320 9H 
Shone forth-unverl'd t o much for man to bear. 1 
Lovely my guide, but her's' were human charms 5 * L 
Tranſporting theſe, for theſe were all divine. D. 
Before the throne with * knee 1 bow d 2 e '2 


"op - | H A PP IN E 8283 

My foul with. raptures high, unknown, till SY 18 
 Glow'd as I gar d, and all was Bliſs within. 3 1103 20 
Myſterious then methought my fair one ſaid, nin 
Here find and ſaying vaniſn'd from my . 

Nor long ere in celeſtial ſplendors clad 

The goddeſs roſe; and. inſtant ev ry nd, 
Of footſtep or of voice remote or near 3325 
Ceas'd; ſolemn filence o'er the vaulted . il 
Sat os Wink! ſtill at 5. fave where ſhe e 


> 4 Eo SIM 


By thoſe 95 virtues s that em . 
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The furrow'd brow of care, if ought can caſt 
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